Gallery Walls Made Easy: A Step-by-Step American Style Guide

Plan Your Layout First

* Choose a layout style (grid, salon, asymmetrical) that complements your wall
space

» Use templates or paper cutouts to test arrangement before hanging

* Anchor with a large piece and build around it

Balance Spacing & Visual Weight

* Keep 2-3” spacing between frames for harmony
* Use odd numbers of pieces (3, 5, 7) to feel dynamic and balanced
* Mix sizes and depth sensibly (thick frames, textiles, prints)

Mix Frames & Textiles Thoughtfully

* Combine different materials: wood, metal, fabric wall art, embroidery

* Coordinate colors without needing all matching pieces—use accent tones or
common frames

* Use mats or shadow boxes for deeper elements to add dimension

Lighting & Finishing Touches

* Add picture lights, spotlights, or floor lamps to highlight textures and art
* Maintain a common light source to reduce glare and enhance contrast
» Step back, observe from various angles & times of day, then adjust

Maintain & Update Over Time

* Rotate pieces or switch out accents seasonally or when you acquire new finds
* Clean framed textiles gently and protect from direct sunlight
* Leave negative space; don’t overfill — let the wall breathe



